
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn was a labor leader, 
activist, and feminist who played a leading 
role in the Industrial Workers of the World 
starting at the age of seventeen. Flynn, 
using her freedom of assembly, was a 
founding member of the American Civil 
Liberties Union and a visible proponent of 
women’s rights, birth control, and women’s 
suffrage. She even participated in so-called 
“free speech” fights.
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