
Mary Beth and John Tinker were two 
Iowa high school students who wore 
black armbands to school in protest of 
the United States’ involvement in Vietnam. 
School leaders suspended the two over 
the armbands. The Iowa Civil Liberties 
Union sued the school district on behalf 
of the students. The case led to Tinker v. 
Des Moines which helped define the First 
Amendment rights of students in schools. 
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